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PURPOSE OF REPORT:    

To present to the Committee the responses to the recent consultation on the Authority’s draft 
Licensing Policy for Small Commercial Vessels.

1. INTRODUCTION

Consultation on the revised Licensing Policy for Small Commercial Vessels was carried out between 
19th December 2018 and 31st January 2019.  This report provides a summary of the feedback from 
the consultees.

2. REPORT

The Authority has consulted with the following organisations and individuals over a 6 week period.

 Maritime and Coastguard Agency
 TDC Harbourmaster
 Owners of vessels licensed under the TDC scheme
 Boatmen Licensed under the TDC scheme

The following comments were received.

We received a request from two of the boatmen to extend the area of operation. In order to extend 
the area of operation an application would need to be submitted to the MCA. The submission needs 
to include a significant amount of information such as wave heights, wind charts, sounding charts 
and types and levels of vessels using the area. Some of these require specialist equipment to 
record the necessary information. Once the application has been submitted it would need to be 
considered at various committee levels within the MCA.

The alternative would be for the vessels to apply to the MCA for certification as a “sea going” vessel. 
They would then be able to operate outside of the existing limits. The requirements under the MCA 
certification scheme are much more rigorous that under the TDC scheme.

One consultee felt that paragraph 3.1.3.1 was unclear so this has been slightly re-worded.

Some other minor queries have been raised and resolved without the need to amend the policy.

The Council does not currently have a list of approved surveyors and the Lead Licensing Officer is 
currently working with the Harbour Master to produce a list of requirements it would be expected 
any prospective surveyor to hold.

The final draft policy is included at Appendix A with changes highlighted in red.



3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications
The proposed changes bring the policy up to date with current legislation and good practice.

Financial Implications
None 

Human Resources Implications
None

Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications
None

Equality/Diversity
None

Risk Management
There are legal, reputational and possible financial risks if the Council does not maintain a 
Policy which reflects current legislation and the latest guidance.

Compliance with Policies and Strategies
All regulatory activity is carried out in accordance with current policy and procedures.

Data Protection (GDPR) Implications
None

Ward Member and Lead Member Views

4. CONCLUSIONS

The Policy sets out the Authority’s approach to the regulation of small commercial vessels in the 
River Torridge and the standards it will apply in relation to licensed vessels and persons.  The 
proposed revisions to the current Policy are designed to keep it up to date, relevant and robust.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that Members approve the revised policy.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Consultations: Date of Consultation – As detailed in report
Officers Consulted – Harbour Master

Contact Officer: Chris Parkhouse

Background Papers: Licensing files


